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Juvenile Delinquency and its Impacts on Youths in Los Angeles, California
The American juvenile justice system has been transformed to help rehabilitate juvenile offenders. Despite the fact that the number of youths incarcerated in Los Angeles has reduced over the past years, this decline's significance is still uncertain as the number of youths arrested and charged in Los Angeles continues to increase. Using deviance theory, the functionalist perspective, and this essay explains why the increasing juvenile delinquency cases in Los Angeles and their impacts on the youths of this county. This essay argues that disruption and recalibration of the society have resulted in a severe breakdown in home disciplines, explaining the rising number of juveniles being arrested and charged in Los Angeles County.
Juvenile delinquency is a problem in the United States as a whole, and not only in Los Angeles County. However, despite that the county has recorded decreasing crime rates in the last decades, the number of juvenile offenders getting arrested and being charged continues to rise (Gase et al., 2016). Dupuy (2019) further explains that recidivism has increased among the California youth. Given this information, it is easy to understand the potential effects of juvenile delinquency among the youths in Los Angeles.
The juvenile justice system was created to help reform and change the way youth offenders are treated. As Ramchand et al. (2009) explain, the aim was to promote rehabilitation and not punishment. This would help reduce the number of offenders reoffending. However, Dupuy (2019) asserts that incarceration is one factor that promotes crime, especially violent crime in Los Angeles, instead of deterring it. From this study, the juvenile justice system is not serving its purpose of deterring crime and preventing juveniles who have been offended from reoffending.
Juvenile delinquency in Los Angeles is associated with many factors, including peer and family group dysfunction, mental health problems, educational problems, and risky behavior such as drug abuse. This problem can be understood through sociological theories, including functionalism. Structural functionalism tries to explain the causes of deviance and how it affects the juvenile behavior and actions, which result in a crime. According to proponents of this theory, the structural-functionalist approach emphasizes son social solidarity, which is divided into two categories; organic and mechanical, and stability in social structures. According to Ziyanak and Williams (2014), deviance provides opportunities and ways to und3rstand the disruption and recalibration of society that occurs over a period.
The structural-functionalist perspective argues that deviant systems help create norms and values that tell people of the given society how to behave. According to Ziyanak and Williams (2014), these norms set acceptable and unacceptable behavior patterns. Therefore, the deviance system allows group majorities to cooperate and unite around their shared belief and worldview. The socially set parameters that create boundaries between populations create more division and bring about disruptions in the social order, inculcating deviance. This explains Bupuy's argument that incarceration does not inhibit crime but instead promoting.
From a structural-functionalist perspective, being marked as a deviant can actually increase solidarity within the marked group as the members may take pride in ownership of their branded mark. Structural functionalists argue that being marked as a deviant can serve two purposes; it can deter the behavior, which is good. However, it can also cause unintended effects as people marked and identified with a group can decide to take pride in the group's actions. In this case, they take ownership of their stigmatized identity, which further increases their rate of involvement in crime (Blackman, 2014).
From a sub-culture perspective, structural functionalists believe that children of the underclass and potential delinquent subcultures are pushed to deviant behaviors because they first experience failure when they enter school. This explains the relationship between underperformance in school and deviance. According to subculture theorists, this group of children gains the sense of status frustration, which further pushes them to recognize and be part of the deviant class because it serves as the alternative class since they have failed in school (Blackman, 2014). The juvenile delinquency rates increasing in Los Angeles could be understood from a structural-functionalist perspective that stigmatized traits among the juveniles can potentially cause social disruption, which informs why many teenagers and youths are arrested and charged in the county.
Juvenile delinquency affects the victims, the perpetrator's future, and the entire society's future. The most obvious population affected by crime, especially juvenile crimes, is the victims. Whether it is a crime that involves violence, theft, and vandalism, juvenile delinquency victims suffer the greatest loss. These losses may include psychological well-being (for younger victims) and lost wages (for adults). However, it is not the victims that end up suffering the losses, but juvenile offenders are also affected. Those who commit a crime can end up destroying their future (when arrested, charged, and convicted). Also, with a bad record, one can have an unpredictable future, which may start with losing ground academically (Gase et al., 2016).
In conclusion, juvenile delinquency in Los Angeles has increased despite the reforms in the juvenile justice system. This increase can be attributed to many factors, but as the structural-functionalist perspective has shown, in this essay, social disruption in society can create more unintended consequences, including increased recidivism rate among the youth offenders. This theory has asserted that incarceration can be a risk factor in juvenile delinquency, especially among those who have offended and convicted. Therefore, the justice system's approach to juvenile delinquency needs to change to bring new reforms that can help achieve rehabilitation and not push more youths to crime through reoffending.
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